
LISTING PROCESS UNDER SPAW

Protect/preserve areas, habitats & species with special ecological, cultural
& socio-economic values
Prevent species from becoming endangered or threatened
Provides for the special needs of threatened/endangered/endemic/
migratory species - in particular species in Annexes I, II & III
Enhance recognition and visibility of the listed site 
Raise awareness of site's importance regionally
Gives priority status for SPAW support

To identify areas of importance to the Wider Caribbean region (WCR) to
be given priority

Protected Areas Under the
SPAW Protocol Cartagena

Convention

"Areas  are  established  for  protection with  a  view  to  sustaining  the
natural  resources of  the WCR ,  and encouraging ecologically  sound and

appropriate use,  understanding and enjoyment of  these areas,  in
accordance with the objectives and characteristics of  each of  them."

The procedures for the establishment of the list of protected areas
are outlined in Article 7 of the SPAW Protocol.

35 protected area sites from 9 countries + territores listed under SPAW to date

Parties  are expected to take the necessary measures to protect, preserve
and sustainably manage “areas that require protection to safeguard their

special value.” 
 

Areas proposed must have in place legal, institutional & management
frameworks for the protection and conservation of their natural

features. 

for scientific and technical research 
for mutual assistance  and 
to protect the listed areas from activities that would undermine the
purposes for which they were listed

No limit on the total number of areas included in the List or the number of areas any individual
Party can propose for listing

UNEP-CAR/RCU
14-20 Port Royal Street

Kingston, Jamaica
Tel:(876) 922-9267-9/ Fax:(876) 922-9292

Email: rcu@unenvironment.org / Website : https://www.unenvironment.org/cep/

A Cooperation Programme has been designed to achieve eco-regional strategic
conservation and sustainable management of  the marine resources while increasing

capacity and promoting cooperation among listed areas.

contribute to the effective conservation of the natural heritage of the
Caribbean.
be used as a tool to promote regional & international cooperation in
relation to complementary environmental treaties, consistent with the
SPAW criteria and listing process. 
comprise a comprehensive & representative system of protected areas
in the WCR, across all bioregions/across the range of ecosystems within
each bioregion. 

The Protected Areas will together form a network, which will 

(e.g areas of special biological, ecological, educational, scientific, historic, cultural, recreational,
archaeological, aesthetic, or economic value)

Regional Database of Marine Protected Areas

Purpose of Listing

Benefits

Establishment of Protected Areas (Article 4)

http://www.car-spaw-rac.org/IMG/pdf/Guidelines_and_criteria_final_-English.pdf
https://sites.google.com/cep.unep.org/campamgeospatialdatabase/home

